Saint Mary’s Building Fund Donations

Building Fund Donations
In Memory of Mitchell Wlock
Laurie Fedorowich ~ $ 100.00
Building Fund to Date: $189,419.19

Thank you very much
St. Mary’s Church Donations
In Memory of Eunice & Gerald
Andrew Mathuik $ 1,000.00

Thank you for your donations!

ST. MARY’S UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

LlepkBa MaTtepi Boxoi ' HeycTtaHHoi TTomoui
Our Mother of Perpetual Help
155 Catherine Street, Yorkton, SK S3N 0B9

VoL. 63, No. 25 PARISH BULLETIN DecemBER 22 & 29 2024

Glory to Jesus Christ ! Cnaga Icycy Xpucrty !
Glory Forever! BiuHa cnaBa !

The parish community of St. Mary’s extends a warm
Welcome - Bimaemo
to everyone who is with us today, especially all visitors.
We are pleased that you have come to pray with us this Sunday. May the Lord bless You.

DATE TiME EPISTLE CANTOR USHERS ORGANIST
SaT DEC 21 . ) ! !
5:00 PM | Delores Oucharek [ Delores Oucharek |  Bjll & Sylvia
English erWl}(aY‘
SuN DEec 22
y 9:00 AM Terry Greene | Lorne Stechyshyn | Curis & Rose
Sunday lc))if;)ﬁ rI}Ijat/wty of Eng / Ukr Maleschuk
Tue Dec 24 8:00 PM : Eugene & ,BeV
- Lorne Colette Karapita| Maystrowich
Eng/Ukr Stechyshyn P ySHow
SAT DEC 28 5:00 PM John & Vicki
ov Bernadette Bernadette
English Gabora Gabora Ostrowercha
SuN Dec 29 9:00AM | Eleanor Shumay [Laurie Fedorowich| John & Kath :
Sunday after Nativity | £ng / Ukr UMY 1 ™ Ron Wizniak oyc eg‘koy Sk'Qﬁar
SUNDAY Received on Dec 8 in 60 Regular ENVEIOPES .........cccceeiiiiiiieriieieive s, $2,457.00
CSLLECQT@ Received on Dec15in 57 Regular ENVEIOPES .........ccovueveevevevcieireeiee e $1,685.00
Dot 208 |RECeiVed in Lo0SE ChaNGe ..............coooeceoroeeessieressiensssiees e $107.00
THANK YOU Received in 14 Other ENVEIOPES.........cccveieiriiceeinsceeis s $660.00
FOR YOUR DONATIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION
OFFICE: st.mary.yorkton@sasktel.net PAsTOR: basilmalowany@gmail.com
WEB: www.saintmarysyorkton.com EPARCHY OF SASKATOON: www.skeparchy.org

Eparchial Pastoral Council - Pat Thompson 306-782-9425
Parish Council President - Doreen Rathgeber 306-621-1522
Knights of Columbus - Steve Popowich 306-783-5441 UCWLC - Elsie Stechyshyn 306-783-4862
UCBC - Dave Spelay 306-782-5320 Cultural Centre - Eugene Maystrowich 306-782-5004
Cultural Centre Manager - Stan Shymanski 306-782-1010

YORKTON - ITUNA PASTORAL DISTRICT DivINE LITURGY SCHEDULE

Fr. Basil Malowany - Administrator / Pastor

SUNDAY

Saturday 5:00 pm  English
Sunday 9:00 am  Eng/ Ukr

**OFFICE HOURS™*
Tuesday - Thursday **9:00 am - 12:00 pm**

Office is in the Church Basement-

use Golden Agers Entrance on North side M
Office 306-783-4594 7:00 pm
Sick Calls anytime Tuesdays 7:30 am
- , Wednesdays 7:30 am
BAPTIsSMS & MARRIAGES™ by Appointment Fridays 7-30 am

*Please contact the pastor at least six months
before the wedding date.




ST. MARY’s PARISH PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING PLAN (PAG)

The Pre-Authorized Giving (PAG) Program enables you to make donations to the parish on a monthly or

semi-monthly basis right from your bank account. It eliminates the need of having the correct

amount of cash on Sunday and/or from having to write a cheque.
**Please support your parish by joining PAG**

For more information or to enroll, please see the pamphlets
at the church entrances or at the Parish Office.

DivINE LITURGY INTENTIONS - If you make an offering for this service by cheque, make payable
to: St. Mary’s Church. The suggested stipend (offering) for a Divine Liturgy Intention is $20.00.
Liturgy Request Forms with envelopes are at the Church Entrances. Place the completed form
in the envelope with your stipend, seal the envelope and drop into the collection plate.

All liturgy intentions must be given at least 6 weeks ahead of time before the liturgy will be
served by Fr Basil.

The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon Eparchial Safeguarding Policy: Covenant
° 8. of Care, Electronic Communication and Technology & Abuse and Misconduct Policy
7{‘,;‘\ ufg is a code of conduct which is designed to create safe & respectful church communities and
sareguarding Policy ) heglthy ministerialrelationships, and to protect people from abuse and the harm that results.

To speak to someone about a concern please contact Lana Klemetski at 306-621-6626 or

email: safeguarding@skeparchy.org More information is available on the Eparchial Website, www.skeparchy.org.

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT OUR CHURCH IS A SACRED SPACE...
Kindly silence your mobile devices during Divine Liturgy. Thank you.

UpcomING EVENTS

January 5  Blessing of Water and Theophany Supper 4:00 pm
Theophany followed by Pot luck Supper at the Cultural Centre
Knight of Columbus January meeting is canceled Will resume in February

L It oty S e e

YORKTON AND DISTRICT PARISHES
Schedule of Services in the Yorkton Pastoral District

MELVILLE Sunday, December 22 11:30 am Divine Liturgy

ITUNA Sunday, December 22 4:00 pm Divine Liturgy

BEAVERDALE Monday, December 23 3:30 pm Divine Liturgy and Christmas Complines
CALDER Monday, December 23 7:00 pm Divine Liturgy and Christmas Complines
MELVILLE Tuesday, December 24 1:00 pm Divine Liturgy and Christmas Complines
ITUNA Tuesday, December 24 4:00 pm Divine Liturgy and Christmas Complines
WADENA Tuesday, December 25 10:00 am Divine Liturgy and Christmas Complines
ITUNA Sunday, December 29 11:30 am Divine Liturgy

MELVILLE Sunday, December 29 4:00 pm Divine Liturgy

MELVILLE Saturday, January 4 7:00 pm Divine Liturgy and Blessing of Water
ITUNA Sunday, January 5 11:30 am Divine Liturgy and Blessing of Water

WEDDING PLANS ?? - If you are planning to be married at St. Mary’s or any of the Yorkton District parishes,
please contact Fr. Basil (306-540-5102) at least six months before the wedding date.

If you know someone who is in the hospital or who are sick and would like to be visited by Fr Basil,
or any shut-ins who want to be visted and receive communion should call him at 306-540-5102.

BB BLBEBEBE

Again the Knights of Columbus,the UCWL and the Ukr Catholic Broth-
erhood bring to the listeners the Christmas liturgy on radio

On Christmas Day at 10.00am

Donations to help with the costs would be great appreciated.
Donations can be given to the church

he dates for the next Treasure Market have been set. Mark your calendars for May 6, 7 & 8, 2025. Pleaseg
box up and store until next spring, your “new or slightly used” items/treasures for donation to the next market.
Continue to watch for more information to come out in the bulletin and on Facebook, about this event over the
next several months. Please spread the word to friends and family for support of the event.”.

PobcaAsT

Fr. Basil makes daily podcasts talking about our faith & relationship with Jesus Christ!
Use the links to follow his podcasts: https://lbmalow.podbean.com




Christmas is approaching very
quickly. We will be going carolling to
raise money for St. Mary’s Church
YDome. We will start carolling on

L December 28

Anyone wanting to go carolling
should get a small group together.
Those wishing to have carollers
phone Lorne at this number 306-516-0650 or leave a note at the
Church office

REMINDER: All donations requiring a receipt for 2024 must be received at the
Parish Office by Monday, December 30th between 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

SunDpAY BEFORE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD DEecCEMBER 22, 2024
SUNDAY AFTER NATIVITY DecemBER 29, 2024

The theme of Sunday is always Resurrection. We invite you to refrain from kneeling during the Divine Liturgy.

Today'’s special liturgical parts & readings are found in the
Tropars, Kondaks, Epistle & Gospel Readings booklets available in the pews.

he 2nd Annual New Year's Gala is Tuesday, December 31, 2024. Dinner and dance is $60.00.
Dance only $25.00. This all takes place at St. Mary's Parish Cultural Centre. Refreshments: 5:30;
Dinner 6:30 (Roast beef with Ukrainian Cuisine) Dance only includes midnight lunch: 8:30. Back
Home Country is the band. Please, support this event to help offset costs to the repair of dome.
Substantial donations to the cause & silent auction are appreciated. Contact any of the following
Gala Committee: Chair: Steve Popowich (306) 521 1500; Kathy & Bob Rusnak (306) 783 8173,
(306) 621 6802 ; Doreen Rathgeber (306) 621 1522

THE Next Two WEEKS AT ST. MARY’S

SUN DecemserR 22 SuNpAy BErFORE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
9:00 @M..eviiie Divine Liturgy English & Ukrainian

TUE DeCEMBER 24 8:00 pM......cccoeevevervirircrerennnn, Divine Liturgy and Christmas Complines

Father Basil will be on vacation from December 26 -27

SAT DECEMBER 28 5:00 pM.....ccccoovvevirerrircriienns Divine Liturgy
SUN DecemBer 29 Sunday After Nativity
9:00 @M. Divine Liturgy English & Ukrainian

Father Basil will be on vacation from December 30 to January 3

SAT JANUARY 4 5:00 PM.eieiiricieceee Divine Liturgy
SUN JANUARY 5 9:00 @M. Divine Liturgy

EMAIL BULLETIN - If you would like to have the Bulletin emailed to you please send your request
to: st.mary.yorkton@sasktel.net

2025 CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES

Due to postal strike, we are unable to mail letters to church envelope holders
between # 201 to # 250 to inform you that your envelope number has changed
for the year 2025. Please check the list on the table at the East Church en-
trance to find your new number and your letter which we were unable to mail.
Envelope boxes will put be put out on December 14. Thank you,

3
e

f /_ Deadline for submissions to the bulletin Wednesdays at 12:00 noon. The next
g bulletin will be printed for Sunday, January 4 To ensure your bulletin
S submission is received please submit your submissions via hard copy during of-

fice hours or by email to st.mary.yorkton@sasktel.net Please note that
all submissions sent after the deadline may be held until the next bulletin.

First Solemn Holy Communion & Reconciliation Classes Fall 2024

We will be inviting children in Grade 2 or higher in the fall for First Communion and
Reconciliation classes. More information will be coming soon. Contact Father Basil or
Lana Klemetski 306 621 6626 with your child's name and contact information.

CHURCH DONATIONS- To ensure that your donation is properly recorded and acknowledged, please
mark your envelope and the memo line on your cheque "In memory of..." or “On the occasion of...”

RECEIVING A BLESSING AT HoLY COMMUNION TIME - It is proper for those who are receiving a

blessing at Holy Communion, during the liturgy, to receive the blessing from the priest. Please go to
the line with the priest in order to receive a blessing instead of Holy Communion.

CoNTAcT INFORMATION CHANGE: Notify the Parish Office if you have a change of address or phone
number. This helps to keep our records current and ensure that tax receipts go to the correct address.
PLEASE put your first AND last name when making your donation to ensure the donation is|
applied to the correct person and your envelope number

Eucharistic Ministers are not permitted to give blessings.




DivINE LITURGY INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22

Sunday before The Nativity Hebrew 11:9-10;17-23;32-40 ~ Matthew 1:1-25|
MON December 23 10 Martyrs of Crete James 2:14-26~ Mark 10:46-52,
Father Basil - Day Off **No Divine Liturgy

TUE December 24 Eve of the Nativity Hebrews 1:1-12~ Luke 2:1-20
8:00 pm Christmas Complines and Divine Liturgy

WED December 25 Nativity of Our Lord Galatians 4:4-7~ Matthew 2:1-12

No Divine Liturgy - Fr. Basil on Vacation

THU December 26 Synaxis of the Mother of God Hebrews 2:11-18~ Matthew 2:13-
23
No Divine Liturgy - Fr. Basil on Vacation

FRI December 27 St Stephen, First Martyr Apostles 6:8-15;7:1-5:47-60~ Matthew 21:33-42

No Divine Liturgy - Fr. Basil on Vacation

SAT December 28 SATURDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY Timothy 6:11-16~ Matthew 12:15-21

5:00 pM  + JONN PACNOIKEA ...ttt e e e seeeenssenseeneensses Family

DivINE LITURGY INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29

Sunday after the Nativity Galatians 1:11-19 ~ Matthew 2:13-23
MON December 30 Martyr Anysia 1 Peter 2:21-3:9~ Mark 12:13-17
Fr. Basil - Day Off **No Divine Liturgy
TUE December 31 Venerable Melania 1 Peter 3:10-22~ Mark 12:18-27

No Divine Liturgy - Fr. Basil on Vacation

WED January 1 New Year, Circumcision of Our Lord Colossians 2:8-12~ Luke2:20-21;40-52
No Divine Liturgy - Fr. Basil on Vacation

THU January 2 Pope Sylvester 1 Peter 4:12-5:5~ Mark 12:38-44
No Divine Liturgy - Fr. Basil on Vacation

FRI January 3 Prophet Malachias& Martyr Gordius 1 Peter 1:1-10~ Mark 13:1-8
No Divine Liturgy - Fr. Basil on Vacation

SAT January 4 Saturday before Theophany Timothy 3:14-4:5~ Matthew 3:1- 11

5:00 pm  + Bill ShUMAY ...oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Lorne & Rose Soloski

Xpucrtoc Paxpaetbca!
Christ is born! CnaBite
Woro! Glorify Him!

Once again we are in that joyous time
of the year where we celebrate the Na-
tivity of Jesus Christ, the celebration of
Christmas. During this time when we
spend quality time with our friends and
family, let us reflect upon the blessings
we have been given during this past
year and all the blessings we will re-
ceive in the year to come.

It is so easy for any of us today to be-
come pessimistic about the world we
live in. We read about the wars happening in our world, violence, inflation, economic uncertain-
ties, pandemics, and family and relationship issues, and we might think to ourselves, how can we
maintain a positive outlook in this life we live?

Even through all the negativity found in this world, we can see acts of kindness, acts of mercy,
acts of forgiveness in the interactions of people. What Jesus’ birth gave to us is an understanding
of how we must live as God’s beloved human beings, sharing with one another love and compas-
sion.

There is no doubt we all have challenges to face in this world, in our families, in our communities,
in our parishes. However, during this Christmas season, let us remember all that God has done
for us. Each of us has the opportunity to make a positive influence within our families, our commu-|
nities, our nation. God is indeed with us. In our Ukrainian tradition at Christmas we sing God is
with us/3 Hamu Bor. This signifies again that God will never allow us to fend by ourselves with our
difficulties. God is always there to lead us to better times, to better relationships, to peace and a
harmonious society if we follow His leadership.

| wish each and every one of you peace and harmony during this Christmas season and pray that
the new year brings you much joy and happiness!

Blessings!

Fr Basil Malowany




"

‘ .- St. Mary's Cultural Centre e
¥ Tuesday, December 31, 2024

f/ Refreshments 5:30pm Dinner 6:30pm  Dance 8:30pm “
. Roast Beef with Ukrainian Dishes . f

. * m Tickets $60 Dance only $25
d fi

-

- 825 tax receipt will only b

) ticket purchase
f e MUSIC BY BACK HOME COUNTRY

Proceeds for II ; Silent Aucti
St. Mary’s Church For Tickets contact: N tlent Auction
= rg d Alexander's Men's W 33
oLl SMAK 306 783
Popowich 306 5
echyshyn 306 516 0650
Glen Tymiak 306 621 6872
Ticket Deadline Monday, Dec. 23rd

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg
YkpaiHcbka KaTonuubka Apxuenapxis B BiHHinery

2024 NACTOPAIBHE MOCNAHHA
YKPAIHCbKMUX KATOMNULIbKMX ENUCKONIB KAHALMN
HA PALIICHUA NPA3HUK
PI3ABA rOCMNOJA HALLOIO ICYCA XPUCTA

BceuecHiwmm otuam, npenogobHOMy MOHaLLECTBY, CEMiHApUCTaM,
©patam Ta cectpam y XpucTi YkpaiHcbkoi Katonuubkoi Liepksu B KaHagi

XpucToc Poxpaaetscs! Cnagimo Moro!

«Bcsa BceneHHa cborogHi HanoBHunacs pagictio, 60 Xpuctoc Hapoauecs Big iBu.»
(PisgBaHa YTpeHs)

Hopori y Xpucti 6patTa i cectpu,

Hawwe cBaTKkyBaHHA Pizaea XprCTOBOro 3BilLae pagicTb, 0COBNMBO Y BaXKKMx 06CTaBMHAX, SKi nepexveac
HaLl CBIT y TenepiLlHin Yyac: Pi3aBaHi KONAAKW, SKi MM CNIBAEMO YKPATHCLKOK Ta aHrMiCbKO MOBaMu,
NPOroroLLyroTh pagicTb, Aka BUNIMBAaE 3 HapomkeHHs Haworo CnacuTens, Icyca Xpucta. «Hosa pagictb
crtanay, «Pagictb cBiTy». PagicTe nepemiHioe Hall AOCBiA Ta A€ HAaM XUTTA. Y pi3gBsiHOMY €BaHrenb-
CbKOMY YMTaHHI PO3MNOBIAAETLCS, LLO 3Bi3Aapi 3paainu, nobadmsLun 3ipky Hag Budneemom; Bigkpumimo i mu
CBOI 0ui, Wo6 bor mir npoBaanTn Hac NpaBWbHOK A0POrok. Y Hawwin Pi3aBsaHin YTpeHi Ta nigyac Boxe-
cTBeHHoI JliTyprii, nicna npunHaTTa MNpecsATol €BxapuycTii, M1 nporonoLlyemo: «Bcst BceneHHa CborogHi
HanoBHWNacs pagictio, 60 XpucTtoc Hapoamecs Big isn.» PagicTb, Ky NPUHOCUTL HAapOmKeHHA XpucTa,

3MiHIoe Bce, 60 3 Hamu Bor.

Llen 6araTopasoBuii cniB i crnyxaHHs pagocTi 3 npusody Pizgsa XpucToBOro HaB4ae Halli cepus Ta po3yMm
BipUTW | pO3yMiTK, WO Bor ynpasnse BCiM i O HaLli CTpaxu Ta TPUBOIM HIYOro He 3MiHATb. Mepen obnny-
YsIM BiHW, KPW3 | HeCcTabinbHOCTI, padicTb, SKy MM NepexvnsBaemo Ha Pi3gBo, € MpoTUOTPYTOO Bif, CTpaxy i
HaragyBaHHAM Npo Te, wo bor nogbae, wo bor nepeTBopoe cMepTb Ha XUTTS, WO bor € oxxepenom Kox-

HOI Hagil.

PagpicTb i Hagis TicHO NoB’si3aHi Mixx coboto. PagicTe o3Havae matu oHoBReHy Hagio. Mu notpebyemo pa-
OOCTi i Hagil B HALWOMY XWTTi Ta B HaLLOMY CBITi. PagicTb - Lie He Take WwacT4, sike LWBMAKO MUHAE i 3anu-
LIa€e BiguyTTsa NopoxHedi. PagicTb - ue cTiike nepekoHaHHs, wo bor € Hawum Mocnogom i wo bor

MuUrocepaHui 4o Beix nogen. Paaictb - ue Bipa B Te, Wo bor € Halwot Hagieto.

KOBinewHuin pik — Le Yac pagocTi Ta Hagii, SKMN po3noYnHaETLCS B Len PisaBanuin yac 2024 poky i Tpueae
[o 28 rpyaHsa 2025 poky B enapxisx Ta Ao 6 ciuHsa 2026 poky B 6a3uniui Ceatoro MeTpa B

233 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2V 1V7
Tel: (204) 338-7801 —ext. 4 Fax: (204) 339-4006 E-mail: chancellor@archeparchy.ca www.archep-
archy.ca




Pwuwmi. Mana ®paHunck Bnbpas Temy «lManomHukm Hagii» onsa vyeprosoro Oeineto 2025 poky. OTox
HecimMo uto pagicTb PisgBa XpuctoBoro npotaroM ycboro KOBIiNenHoOro poky, Big3Hadatum Ta cBaT-
Kytoun Lien toBinen ocobucTo, poanHamu, napadigmm Ta Bcim boxumm Hapogom.

ByTn nanomMH1KoM o3Havae 3anacTucs CBITNOM A58 NoAOopPOoXi. LIboro poky, Sk nanomMHuku Hagil,
MU MOBWHHI He 3abyTu B3ATK 3 coboto pagicTb. BoHa He BaxuTb GaraTo, ane BoHa HeobxigHa. He-
3anexHo Big TOro, YN MU 34iINCHIEMO NAaNOMHULTBO A0 Pumy, WwWob nporTn Yepes oaHi 3 YHOTUPbOX
CBATUX ABEpen puMcbknx 6asunik, 4un 6epemo y4acTb y MiCLLeBOMY ManioOMHULTBI B HALLIA enapxii

nig vac tOBineto, mn 6epemo 3 cobotro pagicTtb i Hagito. Konu mu BiguyBaemo Benvke boxe npo-

LLleHHs nig Yac TaiHcTea lNMokasHHA nig yac uboro HOBineto i 3aBxau, MM OTPUMYEMO PaLICTh i
Hagito. Konn Mu gapyemo Hagito iHWmnm Yyepes Hawi 4obpi gina i YAHMMO MUIocepasi Liboro poky,
MU AinMMocs pagicTio 3i CBITOM.

Mwu, ykpaiHcbki KaTonuubki enuckonn KaHaan, MONMMOCS 3a KOXHOro 3 Bac Ta Balli poAMHU No BCii
HaLLin KpaiHi. MM MONMTOBHO NIATPMMYEMO HaLUMX CTPaXKAEHHUX OpaTiB i cecTtep B YKpaiHi,
3Hal4u, Lo CBATKYBaHHS PizaBa XpucToBOro npuHece NOBHOTY pafocCTi i HaAil nocepes BenuKoi
TempsiBu BiiHU. Hexaw MNpecesata boropoauusa obepirae i npoBaanTb ycix Bac.

Xpuctoc Poxpaaetbesal Cnasimo Moro!

Bawi y XpucrTi, HapogxeHoro y Budpneewmi, Axkuin € pxepenom pagocTi Ta Hagil

+NaBpeHTin MNyuynsak, YCBB
MwuTpononuTt-Apxmnenuckon BiHHINe3bKnin

+Mwuxarino CmoniHcekui, YHI
€napx CackaTyHCbKuiA

+[asng MoTok
€napx EQMOHTOHCbKMI

+AHapin Pabin
€nurckon-nomMiyHuK BiHHiNe3bkuin

+bpagaH banga, YHI
€napx TOpOHTOHCLKNIA

+Mwuxanno Bisyap, YHI
€napx-emepnt CacKkaTyHCbK1I

+Munxanno KBAaTkoBCbKuni
€napx Hio BecTmiHCTEpCbKMIA

+CtenaH Xminsp
€napx-emepuT TOPOHTOHCBHKUN

HaHo 6 rpygHsa 2024 poky
Ha npas3Huk cB. Mukonasa Yygoteopus, apxuenuckona Mup Jlikincbknx

“SHARE THE SPIRIT” 50/50 LOTTERY DRAW
( Lottery License - #L.R24-00654)

UCFSASK 2024 “Share the Spirit” 50/50 Loterry Draw Win-
ners - Draw was made on Friday, Dec., 2024 - 2:00 pm at
the Chancery Office Boardroom, 214 Avenue M South,
Saskatoon

And the lucky winner was:

Helen Adamko
Ticket #05806

Parish Designation - Saints Peter & Paul, Saskatoon, SK

Thank YOU so very much to all who supported the “Share the Spirit “50/50

Lottery Draw. The response to the lottery has been outstanding this year as
well. The total number of tickets sold was 2,391 for a total amount of
$47,820.00. This means that the lucky winner of the 2024 “Share the Spirit”
Lottery Draw, Helen Adamko will receive $23,910.00

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Father Delaere council is hosting
Kaiser (Trioka) card tournament
at St. Mary’s Cultural centre on Wednesday January 22, 2025 at 7pm
Cash prizes for the top three winners for both men & women
Entry fee is 5.00 each with a light luncheon to follow. Please come early to reg-
ister
For futher details or questions please contact
Ed Lischynski 306-782-5077 or Steve Popowich 306 - 521-1500




Bnarocnosu Hac, [intatko boxe,

[lapyi Hac HWHI No6oB’to,

Xan i nekenbHa cuna He 3MoxXe

Hac posginutn 3 To6oto.

BnarocnoBu Hac, Mu X TBOI AiTw,

Xpuctoc pogmuecs, cnasite! («Ha Hebi sipkay).

Y uen pagicHui i ceiTnNun AeHb PizaBa XpucToBOro BiTak KOXHOMO 3 Bac Tennom boxoi 6e-
3HACTAHHOI MPUCYTHOCTI. I3 rMMBOKOD BOAYHICTIO B CepLi BiTal HaLIMX BiNCbKOBUX, BOFNIOHTEPIB, Me-
VKB, EHEPreTUKIB i PATYBaANbHUKIB. Yke KOTPUI Pik MOCNifb BM € HOCIAMW Hagii, HEeBTOMHO
3axuLLaoym, NigTpyMyoun Ta 3bepiratoum XUTTA HaLWoro BaratocTpaykganbHOro noay.

BiTato Takox Hawmx y4mTeniB i BUXoBaTeni., ski 3 BEMMKOK NOCBATOK B yMOBaX BiliHW He
TiNbKW NepefaoTb AiTAM 3HaHHS, a 1 NNeKarTb Y HUX BiAYyTTS CTIKOCTI, HaBYatoTb ix ByTu
INtOAbMU HaBiTb Y HEMIOACBKMX 0BCTaBMHAX. YCiM, XTO CBITUTb CBITNIUM cepLeM cepeq TEMPSBHU i 3i-
rpiBae JOGPOM cepef XOnoAy BiiHW 11 pO3PyXu, BUCIIOBIIOK rMNMOOKY MOASIKY.

Bitato Tux, xT0 3apa3 nepebyBae Ha NiHii PPOHTY, Ha OKyNOBaHMX TEPUTOPIAX, Y NiKapHSX.
Ocobnueo BiTalo TWX, XTO BTPATUB AOMIBKY, i TUX, XTO AaB NoTpebyounm NpuTynok, Yv B YKpaiHi, un
32 KOPOOHOM, LO6 BOHM Big4yny KPUXTY AOMALUHBLOrO 3aTULLIKY Ta pi3gBsiHOI pagocTi.

3 PizgBom XpuctoBmm Gaxkato nocnilwmTy A0 TUX, XTO ONMakye BTpaTy 3arnbnux i 3HMknux 6essictu,
XTO YyBa€ HaJ MOPaAHEHNMMW B IiKapHSIX.

O6inmato Tux, XTo € Aarneko Big pigHoI 3emMni, 6aTbkiB, sIKi CKy4aloTb 3@ CBOIMM AiTbMU, APY-
PKVH, SIKi YekaloTb MOBEPHEHHS 3 (OPOHTY CBOIX YONOBIKIB, Ta AiTen, ski MonaTbcs, Wwob TaTo k-
HanLwBMAaLLIE NOBEPHYBCS AOAOMY.

Bia wmporo cepug yainsto Bcim Bam 6aTbKiBCbke BriarocnoBeHHs i 6axatro KoXXHOMY 3 Bac,
BiJ, HAMMONOALIOro 4O HANCTapLLOro, CNPaBXHbOI PafoCTi AiTen boxunx, cMayHol KyTi, BECenmx
cBAT PisgBa XpMCTOBOro Ta LWACnMBOro, NeEPEMOXHOro, MMPHOro i 6r1arocnoBeHHOrO NPUNGELLIHLOIO
poky. IMoKn M 3gaTtHi CBITUTK 1 3irpiBaTu 0gHE OQHOrO Pi3ABSAHUM CBITIIOM, KOMAA4O0H Ta MOSIMTBOM),
Hisika TEMpsiBa Y1 XOIIOA4HEYa Hac Hikonu He nogonae!

Xpuctoc Hapoauscs! Cnasimo Uoro!

T CBATOCIIAB

[aHo B Kuesi,
npwu MaTtpiapwomy cobopi BockpeciHHs XpncToBoro,
y AeHb CesToro oTtusa Haworo Mukonas, apxuenuckona Mup JIMkincbknx, 4ygo-
TBOpUS,
6 rpyaHa 2024 poky Boxoro

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg
YKkpaiHcbKa KaTonuubKka Apxuenapxifa B

BiHHinery

2024 PASTORAL GREETINGS
OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA
ON THE OCCASION
OF THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters and Brothers, Seminarians and Laity of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada

Christ is Born! Let us Glorify Him!
“The whole universe is today filled with joy, for Christ is born of a Virgin.”
(Matins of Christmas)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Our celebration of the birth of Christ proclaims joy especially amid difficult times in our world at
this present moment: The Christmas carols we sing in Ukrainian and English speak of joy that results from
the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, - “Nova Radist’ Stala” and “Joy to the World.” Joy transforms our ex-
periences and joy gives us life. Our Christmas Gospel reading tells us that the astrologers were overjoyed
at seeing the star over Bethlehem; let us open our eyes so that God can lead us on the right path. In our
Christmas Matins and then during the Divine Liturgy, we announce after receiving the Holy Eucharist, “The
whole universe is today filled with joy, for Christ is born of a Virgin.” The joy brought about by Christ’s birth
changes everything, because God is with us.

This repeated singing and hearing of joy because of Christ’s Birth nurtures our hearts and minds
to believe and understand that God is in control of all things and that our fears and our worries will not
change anything. In the face of war, crises, and instability, the joy we experience at Christmas is an anti-
dote to fear and a reminder that God will provide, that God transforms death into life, that God is the source
of all hope.

Joy and hope are intimately connected. Joy means having renewed hope. We need joy and hope in our
lives and in our world. Joy is not an exuberant happiness that fades quickly and leaves us feeling empty.
Joy is a lasting conviction that God is our Lord and that God has compassion on all people. Joy is
the belief that God is our hope.

The Jubilee Year is a time of joy and hope that begins during this Christmas Season of 2024 and
lasts until December 28, 2025 in Eparchies and on January 6, 2026 at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Pope
Francis has given the theme of “Pilgrims of Hope” to the Ordinary Jubilee of 2025. Let us take the joy of
Christmas throughout the entire Jubilee year as we mark and celebrate the jubilee as individuals, families,
parishes, and the entire people of God.

233 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2V 1V7
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Being a pilgrim means packing light for the journey. We must remember to pack joy as pil-
grims of hope this year. It does not weigh much, but it is necessary. Whether we are making a pilgrim-
age to Rome to walk through one of the four holy doors or whether we participate in a local pilgrimage
in our Eparchy during the Jubilee, we take joy and hope with us. When we experience God’s great
forgiveness during the Sacrament of Penance during this Jubilee and always, we receive joy and
hope. When we give hope to others through our works of kindness and mercy this year, we share joy
with the world.
We, the Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of Canada, pray for each one of you and your family
throughout our country. We hold our suffering brothers and sisters in Ukraine in prayer knowing that
the celebration of Christ’s Birth will bring great joy and hope in the midst of great darkness of war.
May our Holy Mother protect and guide all of you.

Christ is Born! Let us Glorify Him!

Yours in Christ, source of joy and hope born in Bethlehem,

+ Michael Smolinski, C.S.s.R.
Bishop of Saskatoon

+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM
Metropolitan Archbishop of Winnipeg

+ David Motiuk
Eparchial Bishop of Edmonton

+ Andriy Rabiy
Auxiliary Bishop of Winnipeg

+ Bryan Bayda, C.S.s.R.
Eparchial Bishop of Toronto

+ Michael Wiwchar, C.S.s.R.
Bishop Emeritus of Saskatoon

+ Stephen Chmilar
Bishop Emeritus of Toronto

+ Michael Kwiatkowski
Eparchial Bishop of New Westminster

Given on December 6, 2024
On the Feast of St. Nicholas, the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia

BOMBaOTb LUMBINbHUX Ntogen. Bopor nparHe 3pobuTy 3 KBITy4OI KpaiHW NbOASAHY NMYyCTENto, eKC-
nopTytoumn B YKpaiHy nyctky BriacHoro Cubipy. Te, WO BiH HE MOXe BKpacTu, — 6e30rnsagHo Hu-
LLINTb; KOrO HE 3OaTHMI NOHEBONUTU — yomBae. Kyam BiH 3axoguTb, TaM HEMAE BXe MiCLS Hi Anst
Koro — Hi anga bora, Hi gns noguHn. Ckinbku 3ycunb BiH BKNagae, Wob ciaTun xonoa, ronog, Tem-
PSBY i BlaCHy OyXOBHY NOpoxHeyy! Lle npo Hboro MoXHa CMInMBO ckasaTtu crioBamu npopoka [a-
Bnaa: «Herxe He cxaMeHyTbCs BCi Ti MMXOAIi, WO noigatTb Min Hapog, HavyebTo xnib inn? BoHn

locnoga He NpuanBakoTb, TUM | ApwKaTUMYTb Big cTpaxy, 60 bor — i3 pogom cnpasegnu-
B1X. Hag 3ammncriom ybororo Bu xo4yete CMisTUCh, NpoTe [ocnogb — noro nputynok» (Mc. 14, 4—
6).

Ta nonpw HEMEBHICTb, TPMBOTY, Xarnoby i XypOy, My, ykpaiHui, cBATKyeMO Pi3aBo, sk ue
pobunun Halwi Npegkn 3 poay B pid, HaBiTb NepebyBatoun nig naHyBaHHAM 6€360)KHOro KOMYHi-
CTUMHOTO PEXMUMY MUHYITOrO CTOMITTA. Y KpUIBKAX KapnaTCbKuX JTiCiB, Ha 3aCnaHHsIX YM NOTAEMHO
Nno AOMiBKaxX BOHM 3anartoBanu pisaBsHY CBiUKY Ha 3HAK XXMBOI BipW, Ha 3HaK MPUCYTHOCTI MiX
Hamun Xpucta-Cnacutens. Konv goBkona TeMpsiBa, TO CBITIO, SKMM € HOBOHapOKeHUn Mocnoap,
CBITUTb LLIe sickpagiwe! BiH cam Hac y uboMy 3aneBHsiEe: «H — CBITNO CBIiTY. XTO nge 3a MHoto, He
OnykaTume B TEMpsiBi, @ MaTume CBITno xuTTa» (IB. 8, 12). BigTtak pobuTtb KOXXHOro 3 Hac HoCiEM
Boxoro ceitna: «Bu — cBiTno cBiTy... Tak Hexaw CBITUTb Nepes NoAbMM Balle CBITIO, Wob BOHMU,
OaumBLUM BaLli Ao6pi BUMHKM, Nnpocraenany Baworo OTus, wo Ha Hebi» (MT. 5, 14. 16).

CgiTno HoBoHapomXeHOro B AyLi i Tifli HAWOro HapoAy OCBiYy€E NPOCTIp Hagdil M He3nam-
HocTi. Konn goBkona Hac TeMpsBa, Xan Te CBiTno Pi3gBea, Wo BcepeauHi Hac, CTaHe Lwe AcKpaBi-
Lwmm! 3amicTb HapikaTu Ha TeMpsiBY — 3ananimMo xova 6 ogHy pi3aBsiHy cBiveuky! Konu
BiUyBaEMO X0rop — 3irpiiMo xo4ya 6 ogHy nognHy 4o0OpPOM BracHOro cepus, i Ham pa3oM cTaHe
Tenno B boxin no6osi! Lle pisgBsiHe CBITNO | TENO CbOrOA4HI MOLWMPIOMO AoBKona cebe.

lMocepen HOYi TpMBarnoi POCINCHKOI arpecii My, yKpaiHLui, HalnMm CBIAYEHHAM 3anantoemMo
HenepeMoXHe cBiTno boxoi npaBawn i NtoboBi. MNMprknagammn Takoro CBiTNa € XXePTOBHE CIYXXiHHSA
HaLUMX 3aXMCHUKIB, XXepTOBHa NpaLsi BOSIOHTEPIB, MeaUKiB i KanenaHiB, YACIEeHHI NposBu Corsli-
\DAPHOCTI, SIKi M1 BUSIBNIIEMO OnvbkHiM y NoTpebi B LoAEHHMX 06CTaBUHAX LibOro BOEHHOIO JTMXO-
NiTTa. A 0COBNMBMM 3HAKOM NPUCYTHOCTI Boxxoro ceiTna mMixk Hamu € LieHTpu CTinkocTi Ta
NikyBaHHS paH BiHW, AKi CMOPYAXKEHI 3yCUNNAMM HaLINX BIpHUX Ta B AKX 3HAXOAATb AYXOBHY i
ryMaHiTapHy niaTpMMKy HanbinbLL BpasnmBi colianbHi rpynu Hawworo cycninectea. Lli ocepegkn,
LLIO 3a3BMYal PO3MILLEHI NOPsA i3 HAWMMKM rpoMagamMu, HaragyrTb 3aTulliHe Micue 6ins Budone-
eMy, sike 3HaiLwoB cB. Mocud ans Mapii Ta B skomy Bona nopoguna i cnosuna [uts Icyca.

Y UMX CyyacHUX pi3gBAHMX sicnax, A€ 3aBASKM CAMBY NIOACLKOI CONigapHOCTI Mig vac
«OnekayTiB» € eneKkTpoeHeprisa i MOXHa 3irpitucs, cborogHi nyHae konsaga! Tam € micue gns bora,
TaM € MicLe OS5 KOXKHOI NTIOAMHK, sika MOXe He TiNnbKku 3a40BOSTbHUTY CBOI JOYaCHI NoTpebu, a i
OHOBWTM CBITUIIBHUK BIIACHOIO cepus, WOoO BiATaK CBITUTU iHLUMM «HaZI€, 40 SKOI HAC Knuye
locnogb» (nop. Ed. 1, 18), ByTn HOCiEM CTINKOCTi 4151 BTOMIIEHMX.

HvHi cepue KOXHOro Bipyto4Ooro yKkpaiHusa cTae rocTUHHUM Budpneemom, ae 3HaxoguTb
NPUXUCTOK Icyc, SKni NpuxoauTb A0 Hac y NocTati Haworo onmkHboro B NoTpebi. Came B cepusax
CVHIB | JOYOK HALLOro Hapoay, siki, nepedyBatoumn Ha PigHUX 3EMMSIX YN Ha NOCENEHHSAX, NiAHOCATb
pyK/ B MOMUTBI 40 Heba i mpocTsaraoTb pyKy 4ONOMOrn 6rvbkHBOMY, KYETbCS ChiflbHa nepemora
YkpaiHu Hag cydacHuMm lpogom, skunin 3anoB3siBcs Norybutn Haw Hapoa. [Npote mu 3 Bipoto B
cepui MOXeMO cniBaTu NiCHIO NnepemMoru Hag Ipogamu BCix Yacis:




Bux. BA 24/345 Apkyw 113 3-x

PISABAHE MNMOCJIAHHA
BINTAXEHHILLOIO CBATOCJIABA

BucokonpeocBsiLLeHHUM apXuenmnckonam i MMTpononuTam,
6orontobmBMM ennckonam, BCEYECHOMY AyXOBEHCTBY,
npenogobHOMY MOHaLLecTBY, BO3MobneHnm bpatam i cectpam,
B YKpaiHi Ta Ha NoceneHHsX y CBiTi CyLum

.. | BOHa nopoguna cBoro cnHa nepBoOpOaHOro,
crnoBuna 1oro Ta noknana B sicna,
60 He Oyno im micus B 3aizai (Jlk. 2, 7).

Xpuctoc Hapoawmscsa! Cnasimo Moro!

Hopori B XpucTi!

PisgBo XprcTtoBe HenepemoXXHOK cunoto ceitrna i Tennom boxoi nobosi oroptae Hac! Cbo-
rogHi CvH BoXuin HApOXKYETLCA B NOACBKOMY Tifli, 6epyymn Ha cebe BCi JOCBIAM NMIOACHKOrO XUTTS:
nepexvBae BOOriCTb, BiAKMHYTICTb | BOPOXXHEYY, XOI04, 3rlaMaHuX JNIOACbKUX CTOCYHKIB | TEMPSIBY
INtOACLKOI HEeHaBUCTI M nepecnigyBaHHA. bor npuxoguTe came Tyau, e «Hemae l7lomy Mmicusa», ae
nioanHa BrKkUHyNa Moro 3i CBOro MTTEBOrO NPOCTOPY Ta FOPM3OHTY BRACHUX MPIM.

Y pi3aBsHY Hi4 AyXOBHa TEMpsiBaA, siKy CTBOpMUNa NoguHa Xonoaom BrnacHol 6anay»ocTi Ta
rpixa, Bigctynae nepeq boxum cBitnom i3 Hebec y AnTaTKy Icyci, Wo cnoynBae B Ascnax Ha CiHi. ig
aHrenbcbknii cnie «Cnaea BO BULLIHIX Bory i Ha 3emni Mup...» xomnop, BigyyXeHHs noguHu Big bora i
ONKHBOIO NEPETBOPKETLCS HA TEMNo HabnmkeHHAM bora go noavHu. Mpo Le npopokye ctapo3sa-
BITHWIA Npopok Icas: «Hapoga, Wwo B NiTbMi XoauTb, Y34pIiB CBITNO BENWKE; Ha4 TUMMU, L0 XUBYTb Y
CMepTHIN TiHi, cBiTNO 3acsaano» (9, 1).

BogHouac HabnwxeHHst bora ao nioanHn B Pizasi CuHa boxoro gae no4atok cnpaBXHbOMY
3OMNVXKEHHIO MIOANHN 3 FTIOOUHOLK, CNPaBXHLOMY NMPUMUPEHHIO | MUPY, KUK i3 HeBec NpmMxoanTb A0
Hac. Y BignoBiab Ha boxy Grn3bKiCTb, sika 3irpiBae i pATye XUTTS, NACTYLIKM KaXXyTb OOUH 0 04-
Horo: «Xoaimo Ao Budneemy!» (nop. k. 2, 15). BoHn pa3om iayTb, WykawTb i 3HaxoasaTb Mocnda,
Mapito 1 QuTaTko, ke nexuTb y sicnax. MNMobaunswm OuTa y BepTeni, sik 6yno iM cnoBilLeHo, BOHM
BNXOOATb i pagicHO po3noBigatoTb NPO Lie ANBO, SKE NEPEXUIIN.

Onuc uiei 3ycTpivi anxae Ha Hac Tennom. boxecTBeHHe [uTa € ons Hac, ykpaiHuiB, CBiT-
inom Boxxnum cepen BoeHHOT TemMpsBuy, TennoM boxoi 6nunsbKocTi cepen HenaCbKUX Big4YyXeHb
CbOroAEeHHS.

Lliei 3Mmun Bopor xo4ye NnepeTBOpUTU B YKpaiHi TEMpPSBY i Xorog Ha 36pot MacoBOro 3HU-
LLleHHSs, HandelwwesLwy y cBiTi! LLloHo4i NOBITPsHI aTaku arpecopa MeToAMYHO HULWATh Halli MicTa i

cina, JOMIBKUTa X XXMTTEBO HEOOXiAHY iHPPACTPYKTYpy, BOMBAIOTL LMBINbHUX NOAEN.

CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER
OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Most Reverend Archbishops and Metropolitans,
God-loving Bishops, Very Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics,
Dearly Beloved Brothers and Sisters,
in Ukraine and throughout the world

...And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn (Lk 2:7).
Christ is born! Glorify Him!

Beloved in Christ!

The Nativity of Christ envelops us with the invincible power of light and the warmth of
God's love! Today, the Son of God is born in a human body, taking on all the experiences of
human life: facing poverty, rejection and enmity, the coldness of broken human relationships, and
the darkness of human hatred and persecution. God comes exactly where “there is no place for
Him,” where man has thrown Him out of his life space and the horizon of his own dreams.

On Christmas night, the spiritual darkness created by man through the coldness of his
own indifference and sin dissipates before God's light from heaven in the Child Jesus, resting in a
manger on hay. Under the angelic chant, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace...” the
coldness of man’s alienation from God and his neighbour transforms into warmth by God’s draw-
ing close to man. This is prophesied by the Old Testament prophet Isaiah: “The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them
has light shined” (9:1).

At the same time, God drawing close to man in the Nativity of the Son of God gives rise
to an authentic rapprochement of man with man, to authentic reconciliation and peace that comes
to us from heaven. In response to God's closeness, which warms and saves life, the shepherds
say to each other: “Let us go to Bethlehem!” (cf. Lk. 2:15). They go together, seek out and find
Joseph and Mary with the Child lying in the manger. Having seen the Child in the stable cave, as
they were foretold, they go out and joyfully tell about the wonder they experienced.

The description of this meeting breathes warmth on us. The Divine Child is for us,
Ukrainians, the light of God amidst the darkness of war, the warmth of God's closeness
amidst the inhuman alienations of today.




This winter, in Ukraine the enemy wants to turn darkness and cold into weapons of mass
destruction, the cheapest in the world! Every night, air attacks of the aggressor methodically destroy,
our cities and villages, homes and their vital infrastructure, kill civilians. The enemy seeks to turn a
flourishing country into an icy desert, exporting to Ukraine the wasteland of its own Siberia. What he
cannot steal, he recklessly destroys; those he is unable to enslave, he kills. Wherever he goes,
there is no room for anyone—neither God nor man. How much effort he puts into sowing cold,
hunger, darkness, and his own spiritual emptiness! One can boldly say this about him with the
words of the prophet David: “Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers who eat up my people as
they eat bread and do not call upon the LORD? There they are in great terror, for God is with the
generation of the righteous. You would shame the plans of the poor, but the LORD is his refuge”
(Ps. 14:4-6).

But despite the uncertainty, anxiety, mourning, and grief, we Ukrainians celebrate Christ-
mas, as our ancestors did from generation to generation, even when we were under the rule of the
godless communist regime of the last century. In the hiding places of the Carpathian forests, in exile
or secretly in their homes, they lit a Christmas candle as a sign of living faith, as a sign of the pres-
ence of Christ the Saviour among us. When darkness surrounds us, the light, which is the newborn
Lord, shines even brighter! He himself assures us of this: “| am the light of the world. Whoever fol-
lows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (Jn. 8, 12). And then he makes each
of us bearers of God's light: “You are the light of the world... In the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven.” (Mt. 5:14.16).

The light of the Newborn in the soul and body of our people illuminates a place of hope and
invincibility. As darkness surrounds us, may the light of Christmas that is within us become even
brighter! Instead of worrying about the darkness, let us light at least one Christmas candle! When
we feel cold, let us warm at least one person with the kindness of our own heart, and together we
will experience the warmth of God's love! Let us spread this Christmas light and warmth around us
today.

In the middle of the night of prolonged Russian aggression, we, Ukrainians, light up the in-
vincible light of God's truth and love with our witness. Examples of this light are the self-sacrificing
service of our defenders, the self-sacrificing work of volunteers, doctors and chaplains, the numer-
ous expressions of solidarity that we show to our neighbours in need in the daily circumstances of
this calamity of war. And a particular sign of the presence of God's light in our midst are the Centres
for resilience and the treatment of the wounds of war, which were built by the efforts of our faithful
and in which the most vulnerable social groups of our society find spiritual and humanitarian sup-
port. These centres, which are usually located near our communities, resemble the quiet place near
Bethlehem, which St. Joseph found for Mary and in which she gave birth and swaddled the Child
Jesus.

In these contemporary Christmas mangers, where thanks to the glow of human solidarity
during the blackouts there is electricity and you can warm up, today carols resound! There a place
is provided for God, there a place is provided for every person who can not only satisfy his tempo-
rary needs but can also renew the lamp of his own heart, in order to shine unto others "with the
hope to which the Lord calls us" (cf. Eph. 1:18), to be a bearer of resilience for the tired.

Today the heart of every believing Ukrainian becomes a hospitable Bethlehem, where
Jesus finds refuge, who comes to us in the form of our neighbour in need. It is in the hearts of the
sons and daughters of our people who in their native lands or in the settlements, raise their hands
in prayer to the sky and extend a helping hand to their neighbour. It is here that the common vic-
tory of Ukraine over a modern Herod, who set out to destroy our people, is forged. And so, with
faith in our hearts, we can sing a song of victory over the Herods of all times:

Bless us, Divine Child,

Give us today your gift of love

May not the power of hell ever be able

To separate us from You.

Bless us, for we are Your children,

Christ is born, give praise! (“Na nebi zirka - In the sky a star’).

On this joyful and bright day of Christmas, | greet each of you with the warmth of God's
unceasing presence. With deep gratitude in my heart, | greet our military, volunteers, doctors, en-
ergy workers, and rescuers. For several years now, you have been the bearers of hope, tirelessly
protecting, supporting, and preserving the lives of our long-suffering people.

| also greet our teachers and educators, who with great dedication in conditions of war
not only impart knowledge to children, but also nurture in them a sense of resilience, teach them
to be human, even in inhumane circumstances. To everyone who shines with a bright heart in the
midst of darkness and projects the warm of kindness in the cold of war and devastation, | express
my deep gratitude.

| greet those who are currently on the front line, in the occupied territories, in hospitals. |
especially greet those who lost their homes, and those who provided shelter to those in need,
whether in Ukraine or abroad, so that they might experience some home comfort and Christmas
joy.

With Christ’s Nativity | wish to hasten to those who mourn the loss of the dead and the
missing in action, who watch over the wounded in hospitals.

| embrace those who are far from their homeland, parents who miss their children, wives
who are waiting for their husbands to return from the front, and children who are praying that
daddy will come home as soon as possible.

From the bottom of my heart, | impart on you all my fatherly blessing, and wish each of
you, from the youngest to the oldest, the true joy of God's children, a tasty kutia, a merry celebra-
tion of Christ’s Nativity, and a happy, peaceful, victorious and blessed New Year. As long as we
are able to shine and warm one another with the light of Christmas, carols and prayer, no dark-
ness or cold will ever overcome us!

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
+ SVIATOSLAV

Given in Kyiv
at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ,
on the day of our father, St. Nicholas of Myra in Lycia, the Wonderworker,
the 6th of December in the 2024th Year of our Lord




